‘Formula Ford Fest - News from Gurston Down Hillclimb – 2017 – No.3’
Veloce author retains Veloce Publishing-supported Gurston Down FF Fest title!
The second Hillclimb FF Fest for pre-1994 ‘Kent’ engine Formula Ford cars at Gurston Down on Sunday July 23rd saw Veloce author and freelance motorsport writer Simon McBeath from Sturminster Newton in Dorset successfully defend his 2016 title and once again take victory in his 1.6 Swift SC92F after a close-fought battle in ever-changing conditions. Unseasonably unsettled weather meant that no two runs in Saturday practice or in Sunday’s official timed runs were alike in terms of track conditions, and there were three different leaders during the four practice runs. Come the competition runs on Sunday though McBeath led each time up, though by very small margins, the gap to second placed man, former record-holder Andrew Henson from Rochdale (left in attached photo) in his Van Diemen RF91, being just 0.34 seconds at the end of a terrific competition. Third placed driver Nev Rollason (right in photo) from Craven Arms (Jamun M90) was just another 0.21 seconds behind.
Another Veloce author, Ed McDonough from Wootton ran his Dulon MP15 in the event, finishing in 20th place after unfortunately recording a ‘Fail’ on his second competition run in what were faster conditions.
ITV4 BTCC commentator and former British Touring Car Championship winner Paul O’Neill from Merseyside led the field on the fourth practice run in the Swift FB91 he shared Mark Alley from Wells, and O’Neill ultimately finished in eighth place, 0.59 seconds behind the car’s owner.
24 drivers from all over the country started the event, which looks set to grow further and become a ‘must-do’ fixture on the Formula Ford hillclimb schedule. This year’s excellent gathering was a fitting way to celebrate 50 years of both Gurston Down Speed Hillclimb and Formula Ford itself.
Further information on the venue can be found at www.gurstondown.org.
Notes for editors
1. Formula Ford came into being in 1967. It has gone through various metamorphoses during that time, but the 1600cc ‘Kent’ engine variant has been the most enduring version having been adopted shortly after the formula was originally instigated and it persists today in local, regional and National championships around the world.
2. The ‘Kent’ engine originally powered the Ford Anglia from 1959 in ‘pre-crossflow- form, but the later ‘crossflow engine’ (that is, the carburettor and inlet manifold are on one side of the cylinder head and the exhaust manifold is on the other side) as used in the Ford Cortina GT was and is the basis for ‘Kent’ engine Formula Ford racecars.
3. The cars utilise Hewland racing gearboxes and Avon ‘ACB10’ or ‘ACB 9’ treaded racing tyre which were designed for Formula Ford championships around the world.
4. Formula Ford has been one of the first steps on the career ladder for many famous racing drivers and Formula 1 World Champions including Brazil’s Ayrton Senna and Britain’s Jenson Button progressed through Formula Ford in their early careers.
Contact: Simon McBeath at simonmcbeath@btinternet.com
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20a - FORMULA FORD RACING CARS UP TO 1600 c.c.

Pos._No. Name Vehicle Run 1 Run2 Best
T 121 Smon MeBEATH Swit SCa2F G 9% 399
2 119 Andrew HENSON Van Diemen RF91 4244 4030 4030
3 118 NevROLLASON Jamum M0 4198 4051 4051
4 M7 MarkALLEY Swit F891 4342 4099 4099
5 115 Richard SUMMERS Van Diemen RF80 91 417 41.47]
6 112 lan HOUSTON Van Diemen RF89 4615 4129 4129
7 116 Russell HAYNES Zous ZR163 “a 4158 4158]
8 917 Paul ONEILL Swit FB91 4202 4164 4164
9 120 LesBUCK Pringelt Mistralo 463 a7 4179
10 902 Simon ANDREWS Van Diemen RF30 4302 4214 421
11 114 Charie REILLY Van Diemen RF92 452 4245 4245
12103 Shaun MACKLIN Swit SC92 4248 a1 4248
13 102 Bomard KEVILL Van Diemen RF30 4464 4264 4264
14 916 George HAYNES Zeus ZR163 4364 4481 4364
15 113 Paul MORCOM Merin Mk 11A 4624 4420 420
16 91 Samantha LESTER Van Diemen RF92 4505 6870 45.05|
17 111 Chis GUY Reynard 4988 522 4522,
18 911 Potor HAWKEY Reynard 89FF 5043 4590 4590
19 109 Chris WARDEN Swit FB91 4599 FAL 4599
20 107 EdMCDONOUGH Dulon MP15. 5142 429 4129
21 919 Nicola DEARDEN Van Diemen RF91 5317 an 413
2 110 Doug AULD Swit SC93 4868 NS 4868|
23 108 Joromy BOUCKLEY Swit FB90 5210 NS 5210,
24 104 Gooff LANCASTER Swit SC2F 552 8167 5525





